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Ephesians “ἐν Χριστῷ” occurrences (9) 
 

1:1  faithful in Christ 
1:3  blessed in Christ 
2:6  raised up and seated in Christ 
2:7  riches in Christ 
2:10  created in Christ 
2:13  brought near in Christ 
3:6  partakers of the promise in Christ 
3:21  glory in Christ 
4:32  forgiven in Christ 

 

• The mandate to grow – in 2 Peter 3:18 αὐξάνω (2p, p.a.imp., auxanō) – 

CONTINUOUSLY grow, increase “in grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ”  
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Positional aspects of “in Christ”  
 

1. A display of God’s policy of Grace 

a. The fact that we can be found in Christ is a pure act of Grace (Ephesians 2:8, 9) 

b. Common and efficacious grace 

 
2. God’s perfect character 

a. Sovereignty, +R, Justice, Love, Eternal life, Omnipotence, Omnipresence, 

Omniscience, Immutability, Veracity 

b. The What? Why? How? When? of God’s plan towards us 

i. Ex. 1 John 4:19 We love because he first loved us 

ii. Despite sin and evil we can see God’s perfect plan come to pass 

 
3. Soteriological aspects 

a. Eternal life/eternal security (John 10:28 ,29) 

i. Sealing ministry of the Holy Spirit (Eph. 1:13) 

b. Redemption (Eph. 1:7) 

c. Propitiation (Rom. 3:25) 

d. Reconciliation (Rom. 5:10-11) 
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e. Imputation (1 Pet. 2:24) 

f. Justification (Rom. 4:3-7) 

g. Unlimited Atonement (1 Pet. 3:18) 

 
4. Baptism/filling of the Holy Spirit (New Creature) (Ephesians 4:5) 

a. Set apart as part of God’s Royal Family (1 Peter 2:9)  

i. Christian responsibility (Royal priest & ambassador) (1 Peter 2:5) 

b. New Spiritual Species (2 Cor 5:17) 

c. Ability to understand spiritual things (H.S. teaches Human Spirit) 

d. Produce divine good and Glorify God 

e. Communication to God (Prayer) 

5. Our entire spiritual life and Growth 

a. Ability to have His thinking (1 Corinthians 2:16) 

6. Availability of Divine Power     

7. Resurrection body (John 11:25) 
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